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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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God's power would see him through the task ahead. The dynamism of God will not let His purpose be thwarted. As He sent Moses to prepare the deliverance of Israel from bondage, so He sent one to prepare for our deliverance from sin.  


     Secondly, there was no need for the fire brigade; nothing else was burning because God was in control. I was prepared for peripheral damage, with God there is none. As He controlled the fire of the bush, the interplay between Moses and Pharaoh, so He controls even now, be it world affairs or every day life. It is well for those who keep His commandments. (Jn 15:10; I Jn. 5:3)


     Third, the paltry wisdom of man can not explain God. The thrust of documentary TV, lately, is "Science and the Bible" or science trying to give scientific explanations for bible events as with the burning bush. The explanations border on the ridiculous and nothing explains away the power of God. "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" 


(Isa.55:8-9). The inspired scripture is the infallible guide to understanding who God is by what He says about Himself and what He does. (Nelson)


     God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:28) but it will be in vengeance upon those who know not God and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ


(II Thess 1:7) 


     As we worship Him this morning, let us see the "burning bush" as a symbol of hope, knowing that, " the loving kindness of Jehovah is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him" (Ps 103:17)
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"Embarrassed managers at a company building a nuclear-powered hunter submarine for the British navy have ordered an inquiry into how a large section of the vessel was welded into position upside down.  'I don't think anyone can remember quite such a blunder,' an unidentified employee of the Vickers Shipbuilding and Engineering Ltd. in the northwestern town of Barrow told The Daily Telegraph."


    I began to wonder why this absurd story had somehow caught my fancy.  I chuckled to myself at the thought of a submarine plowing beneath the seas with its bridge pointed down instead of up.  I think I liked it because it was such a supreme example of human dumbness.


      In the midst of these humorous thoughts, my mind dredged up something that happened to me years ago when I had a short career building houses.  I recalled a Saturday when a co-laborer and I spent the day laying the block walls for a utility room on the house I was building.  We chatted as we worked; I did the front wall and he did the back.  As we neared the top, one of us noticed something--the room had no door.  I thought the door was in the back; he thought it was in the front.


     I can think of three lessons we might learn from such musings. 





wool.  If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat of the good of the land" (Isaiah 1:18-19).


    There is a third point that must be acknowledged before leaving the submarine story.  Mistakes are often costly.  The British estimated that it would cost $1.86 million to take the submarine apart and put it back together again.  I can also tell you that I spent a lot of time fixing the utility room.


    It is easy to walk away from our spiritual mistakes with a misguided nonchalance.  Everybody makes mistakes, so why worry?  I can fix it later.  Young people excuse their misdeeds because "Everybody sows their wild oats."  We can fix up our lives later.


    The problem is cost.  The prodigal son wasted his inheritance and brought grief and disgrace to his family.  Sure, he could come home, he could get his life straight, but his mistake was on record and it had taken its toll on him and his family.


    The cost of mistakes ought to make us wary, careful.  The fact that we can correct mistakes does not take away their consequences.  Forgiveness is not a license to sin.


    Be careful lest you weld a submarine together upside down, or build a room with no door, or paint yourself into a corner, or do something infinitely worse for the health of your soul.  You need to know that you can fix it, but it will cost you to do it.








					





The Upside Down Submarine


By Ed Harrell


Recently, my mind kept returning to a brief article that I read in the paper, so I retrieved it and went over it again.  The headline announced:  "Topsy-turvy Sub Blunder Gripes Brits."  Below is the beginning of the report





     First, we all make mistakes, though most are not so large, public or 


embarrassing as building an upside down submarine.  But with a little thought, we could all come up with some pretty ridiculous personal blunders. That is an insight, Jesus said, that ought to help us deal sympathetically with sinners:  "And why beholdest thou the mote in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?" (Matthew 7:3)


    A second lesson is that all mistakes can be corrected.  The British news story pointed out that the submarine could be fixed.  It would have to be taken apart and repositioned.  The lesson that I learned from the utility room was that a saw exists that is designed to cut through cement block.  So, we cut a door into the room.


    The parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15 is a lesson about correcting mistakes.  The wayward son made many mistakes, and bad ones, but he discovered that they could be corrected.  He simply needed to recognize what had been done, resolve to correct the mistakes, and take the necessary action to do it.


    No matter how large our spiritual mistakes, how distant our wanderings, God offers forgiveness.  As the prophet Isaiah eloquently wrote:  "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 











The Burning Bush





And he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed and Moses said, I will turn aside now, and see this great sight, why 


the bush is not burnt. (Ex 3:2-3)





     I finally got around to burning the large brush pile that had accumulated over the last year or so. It was so large, I was almost afraid to light it but to meet the burn ban deadline I made preparations. I collected enough water hose to reach the area, added a high-pressure nozzle with cutoff and had my shovel ready. With the help of a little kerosene the pile was soon ablaze and burned with intense heat. Within twenty or thirty minutes this large pile of brush was reduced to a few white ashes and although it took a couple hours of raking and piling to burn it all, for the most part it was gone.


     As I watched the fire consume the brush, I could not help thinking of the appearance of God in the burning bush that was not consumed. What a phenomenon this must have been, and it was enough to get Moses' attention and bring him near to investigate the sight. In the rest of the story God commissions Moses to lead His people out of bondage, but just what does the burning bush say? There are to me three lessons maybe more.


      First, we are made aware of the everlasting dynamics of God. "This bush was a vivid symbol of the inexhaustible dynamism of God who burns like fire with love and righteousness, yet remains the same and never diminishes.  (Nelson IBD) Although Moses


did not see it at the time, it was an assurance that
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Elisabeth and Emily Burke are both down


with strep throat   


Sis. Susan Bisenbe in her job search 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green; Bro. Jack and Josh 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs 


______________________________





Ladies Bible Class


Second Monday 7:30 PM


May 8, 2006


At the Building


___________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Marty Hammond


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Jason Gaston	


   Asst. 2-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Rodee Bruns


2nd Prayer----Phillip West


Scripture Reading---Ken Gay


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Steve Tramell





Special Service


Ken Gay 





Lord's Supper----Cecil Douthitt


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Drew Bowman


Invitation---Jim Statham


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














